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rule; and in the meantime the two Secretaries of State had
directed their personal secretaries to enter Wilkes's house, search
it from cellar to garret, and carry away such personal papers as
might incriminate their owner.
On May 6th Wilkes came before Chief Justice Pratt [later
Lord Camden] in the Court of the King's Bench. Counsel
pleaded that the commitment was illegal. He argued that a
general warrant1 was not good in law, and that "Wilkes as a
Member of Parliament could only be committed while Parlia-
ment was in session by the order of the Speaker. The case of
the Government was clearly put by the counsel for the Crown.
Wilkes was the author of a seditious and treasonable libel; there
was a precedent for the use of general warrants when the public
peace was threatened; and immunity from arrest did not extend
in so grave a crime. Chief Justice Pratt, acting upon the admission
of the Crown lawyers that Wilkes was a Member of Parliament,
ordered the prisoner's discharge on the ground that he was free
from arrest during the meeting of Parliament.
Wilkes's release was a terrible defeat for Grenville's Adminis-
tration. They had placed the crown of martyrdom on the head
of a man who knew how best to wear it for his own profit; and,
what was a great deal worse, to wear it to the detriment of the
King's prestige with his subjects. Hogarth's malevolent cartoon
of Wilkes, done at the instigation of the Government during
the court proceedings, lost afi its force when it was advertised
that the painter was one of Bute's proteges; and many people
were easily persuaded that the attack upon Wi]kes had from the
outset been directed by the fallen minister. Churchill lashed
. Hogarth with his pen, and in doing so called down upon his
head the cruel cartoon, The Bruiser, depicting
C. Churchill [once Reverend!] in the character of a Russian
Hercules, regaling himself after having killed the monster Caricatura,
that so sorely galled his virtuous friend, the Heaven-bom Wilkes.
The ' Russian Hercules' was a bear bedecked with torn clerical
bands and ruffle, lurching upon a copy of Philip Massinger's
A Neiv Way to Pay Old Debts and A List of the Subscribers to
1 No one is named in a general warrant. Wilkes himself described the warrant served
to him as * a ridiculous warrant against the whole English nation.* He was not very
wide of the mark.
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